
A former North Vietnamese mortician, his face partially hidden to conceal his identity, 
testifies in Washington, June 27, 1980, alongside Lt. Col. Jean Sauvageot, his interpreter, 
before the House Foreign Affairs subcommittee on Asian and Pacific affairs. 

The mortician told the panel that the Vietnamese are holding the remains of about 400 
American servicemen. The group behind includes family members of missing servicemen. 

(AP Photo/Charles Harrity) 



400 American Bodies 
. . 

Still in Hanoi, U.S. Says 
Pen~gon Supp0~ 
Mortician's Oairn .. ... 

.BJDonSWer 
~ ... s.mc. 

. ' . 
· Tbe Penta1on·s Defense lntelli• 

. gence AgeDq publicly acknowl
edged (or tbe Ont time yesterday tts 
strong belief Uaat tbe bodies of more 
tban 400 U.S. troops killed In Soath
east Asta still are sequestered ID 
Hanoi. 

The Pentagon agency said yester
day lt bad identified through lnde
penden.t sources the ac:cuncy of • 
claim by a Nonh Vietnamese ,JDoni• 
du that Vietnam is still boldiDg the 
remai115 of tbe servic;emen. 

Last January, wben tbe Wuhi.Dg
-ton Star ~ned on the remains of 
tbe servicemen. tbe DIA refused to 
publicly aclmowled&e Its belief OD 
tbe accuracy of tbe claim in tbe 
bopes that it could quietly penuade 
Vietnam to turn over the remaiDS. 
. Lt. Gen. Bugen=P. be Jr .• direc
tor of tbe DIA, ng before a 
. House Foreign Al aJn subcommittee 
yes1erda1., finally put the Pentacon 
view oa the record. He also told tbe 
subcommtue of another. ~ yet 
unconfirmed, repon of almost 600 
American remains stored in a ware
house at Haipliong. 

"We bave been unable to deter
mine tbe purpose of this facllity or 
verify the fact that 600 remains are 
stored tbere." Tighe reponed. 

Ttgbe'~ public testimony indicates 
tbe United States bas l[lvea up quiet 
persuasion and wilf now try to 
.sbame Hanoi into "finding" and re
turning tbe dead Americans. 

Even if 600 more bodies were 
added to tbe 400 known to be la 

, Hanoi, more than l;SOO Americans 
still would be"unaccounted for. -Of 
the total. 113 were prisoners of war. 

l;u7 are mtsstni lD action and. U71 
were killed bat their bodies are un-
·recovered. . 

--We know the communlst govern
ments of Soatbeast Asta bne addi
tional information wbicb they c:oald 
_provide even thoap they d~ 
any knowledge and rnwn intransi
·gent lD ·this matter.• ·Tighe told the 
c:ongressmen. . 
. DIA lnvestipton are openung OD 
tbe presumption that some of the 
missing Americans may sUU be 
alive. Tigbe described "Over 700 re
l)Orts fro~ Indochinese refugees 
concerning alleged 1l1bting of 
Americans. crash locations, grave 
sites and tlae haDd::fi and disposi• 
tion of American re DS. · 

.. Of these," be uid . .. ,pproxl
mately 230. have beetl Ont-hand Uve 
1ight1n11 and approximately 160 
have been beanay. Tile rema!Dln& 
reports concern crasb site and grne 
sits information." . 

The 400 bodies aTe reportedly tn 
tbe former POW camp tbat tile 
Americans called ••the plutatioa. • · 
They were reponed by a ChiD11e-· 
Vietnamese mortidan who bad pre
pared tbe bodies. He appeared before 
the congressmen ~rday with bis 
face ~nly hi~ to keep bis iden-
tity sec.rel . . 1 

In mid.January, a congressiODal 
dele,•tion headed by Rep. Lester 
Wolf , D-N.Y .• visited Hanoi. . 

"We were able to present ttiem 
with preny bard evidence," Wolff re
poned wbea- be returned. Bat Viet
namese officials ref used to acltnowl• 
edge that tbebodies existed. ; · 
··Even If Hanoi does give up the ·400,. 

US. officials will press for a foll ac-
counting of the 2.SOO. · · 

"If only one man remains alive, 
we want to confirm tbat and bave 
_bim returaed:" Tighe told tbe su~ 
~ommJnee ... Funbermore, we want 
the remains of all our dead repatri
ated." 



Bodies .of 400 u~s.-·Prisoners
'B'elieveci Hidden in Vietnam 

·a, DOIi Sia.er . · "Tbey (the C1un .. 1 want u,· obstnct and sa» . 11M-Wi...._,__ tage the endn relallomhlp between 1011 and as 
... .. - . .. -. 

The last U.S. combat 1l'QOpS left Vietnam nearly Respondil.~~ ~ -•·ffastallsl;; 
•ven :,:ears qo. But mon tun 400 of thelr dead polntllilnt.. ·:-:Uelt tliat thls would nnan, brlDI 
comndel remalD. hlddell away ID • former prtsoD u end to some of tile uautsh tllat'I bNn Yllltea 
camp .ha Buol Vietnamese authorities claim ttiey 11pcm tile people wbo still have IC>llle serious c:oa
~ DOt IJlere. Amem:ul authorities CODteDd Ibey cena about DIXt of k1IL WI traveled there just fpr 
are .•. . - . . . that.• ..•. . • . . . , .: . .. . 
. lnfonutton on the bodies bu been pthered Wbit a••• coald the Vietnamese be ptaytna1 
over many months bJ U.S. teams lntervtewtnr U.S. officials lhiDk th-, see the us.-er ln ~ 
.hlllldreda of refqees trend VletD&m.. '!be lnfonu- Hlen'acabte to the consnssmen: . 
· don llu been" llfted ·1114 c:roa<hecled bJ lntelll- = : ••• Tbe Amerlcu aatborttill ~~ueJo re
pnce ual)'III ID tbe poJiat where they says they fme to lmplemat Anlcle 21 of the Puts Accmdl 
·ancerta1Dltb,raJl4. · ·· · · · ·. . . reprdlDI tbe responsibllty of tbe Americans le:, 
~ Tbe bod I~. tllei~ ,.;;r.A eff~'5 hd Iden ti• bal tile woads of the war in Vle~·~JO plJ 
ncatlon tucked lllto pf~ bats,; li~ in .metal reparadoDsl ud tbeAmertc:amltilflfliffto~ 
caskets Slac:led four ai6 sbl dee, lb one wlq of mallze nlatlons between our t9 coaDSJ;la ~~ 
tbe foarcded prison. . . . . · ' even continue to expand thelr rela~ ~th.-

Vietnamese call tbe ~ tbe Citadel To Amert• Btljlng gro11p ud encovage tbem to ~pose~~-
can POWs. wbo OCC11pled tbe otber three wlDp off um •. ~ • · · • . 
and on frcm March 19'7 to March 1973, It was · "'-rbey're apparendJ utlllJiDI the remains as • 
blOWD as the PJutatlon. . . baip1DlD1 chip,• 1179 Rep. c:m~ ' · · 

Armed wtth details of the human cache, 1lx ADD Mills Crtfflthl. exe~11uye director of the 
memben of 1M Hou•Subcammittee on Aswa and National League of Femmes of Amerlcu Prison-
Pacillc Aff~• ~~Jlul!)l)~ ~ . ~ey met for ~rs and Mmlng lD Southeast Asta ls more bluL 
five hours ~sh ~&JI Hle1f. the deputy foreip Sbe calls it •body blackmalL • 
mlDlstcr. 1nd,Ya Roui:tie off~ toncemed u that ts so, Wolff intends to call Hanot'a llluff. 
with refugeeund milllDI Aplertcam. He wlll bold I press coDferenc:e this week to Jay 

.. We were 1111• to C1:,tbem with preny bard out bis evidence as I dlrect cballap to Phan 
evtJer..:.a ... uy1 111 ne chais:man Lester Hien and vu Hoang. Tbe problem. U.S. officials 
Wolff. D-N.Y. "We pve them wbat we blew of the concede ls that Vietnamese can simply wry the 
location. We asked them to vtsit the l~tion. They bodies. • . 
lDdlcated tbet there was DO time. (The par!)' wq Of lbe 2,500 AmerlcaDS wbo are uUCCOWlted for • 
due to lave tbe same dAy it omlD& ID and dilcu,ss: lD Soulbeast Asta. 111 'b-ur 38 have llen declared 
'"• It • · • . . . . . presumpdvely dud by tile U.S. goverum.eDt ofteA 

'l'hey prunted II caats:011.111,.~~r. Gil- OYer tbe objecdoU of tba families who l1il1 wait 
man says, iMldfll& '"that it ~d .-r..o:;r·•ell:be- that and hope. Sc,·en art carried u prtsoDtn. 31 as 
people at the top levels didn't bow about lt. lie- IIUSllDa- · ·. . • 
cau.• it was lDl't of a cludastble opentlon. • · •••n wben their cases an dosed. the searcb for 

.. We wanted ID st•• tbe Vietnamese the m1ss1naAmertcaupresuaedllviD11Dddud.wlll 
opponanhy_ of .-.poDdl.Da and DOt loslq race.· 10 OD. At the'PulqOD. tbt Dlfeul IDteWpDCI 
says Wolff. · · Aaency bu 12 people worklDI haUtlmt OD the 

Tb• Vletnaaue plaaded l&DOflDC.. llat prolllem: ad IUDY otben ID tbt Dehl wbo lntm'-. 
promts;:~;pte -f after the AmerlcaDt· vie• refaaeu for Dews of nptl■p ud otlltr 
left ID t:il'Ollta to PeklD1, the conarm- • 111 men cabl Pb ,~ajtlDt~oa to,.: ,ill,orm on. 
tllrD aftar -..tat•llle~matter·1lp . ..DIA •Ul CODl1Dlll to p11n111 all lDformatlml . 
aplL . .• . tblt would passtllly Indicate tbll ID1 Amtricam. 

The VfMDem-. official cabled llac:t OD Ja.: 11: ·i:eprdlm of statU. 111.11 still lie detl1Dld ID Viti• 
"'Tbe policy of the Sodallst Republic of VietD1m .Dam. sa,s DIA Dlnctor Lt. GtD. lqeae 11pe. 
reprdtn1 Americus wbo perished durtq t~e -Uy lDYestJ&ltlvt appro■cll •W alWl)'S Plll!,t lb\ 
·Vtemam War II a humaaltariaD poller wllicll ouormorenmal.ntbereaplmttbt1twlll.• 
projectS the deepest IJDllllthY of the Viemamtse 
~•• toward tie Aaerfca people II well • to 
tbe famlUes of thole wbo were lost .•• We have 
orJ~nl.eJ • a.a,cll for lllformatlo'D ·ud bave 
Cgtvcn) •It ~b Information to Ille Amerlc.aD side 
each time we h••• foand somethlq.. • • . 

"Reg11ruiq Ille matter :,ou llroaght to my atten• 
tioil. tbe followlq day I b:astncted tbe appropri
ate autborities to conduct 1q1 _lnnstigatlon and I 
recdved a repon wbich staled tbattbe inform• 
tion you received was s complete fabrication 
spuac1 0111 "' mnlir.iot•~n~)'S by tbe Beijing (Pe
ling> group. 


