
The AuthenƟcaƟon Of the Quang 1205 Document 

 

 

The transcript of the document known as the ‘Quang 1205 Document’ was uncovered by    

Dr. Stephen Morris, a Harvard Researcher not involved in the PoW/MIA issue. 

Dr. Morris knew when he uncovered this document that he had uncovered an important 

piece of informaƟon concerning the candidness, or the lack thereof, of the Vietnamese 

Government regarding the PoW/MIA issue. 

The Clinton AdministraƟons first inclinaƟon was to classify the document ‘Top Secret’. 

Because the Clinton AdministraƟon had something in mind respecƟve to Vietnam. He was 

preparing to: 

 

LiŌ US objecƟons to the World Bank lending IMF funds to Vietnam; 

Over the objecƟons of virtually every Veteran OrganizaƟon, Family members, over 50 

former Prisoners of War and the PoW/MIA community in general, he liŌed the US imposed 

trade embargo against Vietnam; 

Less than two years later, again over the objecƟons of the Veteran OrganizaƟons, Family 

members, 50+ former Prisoners of War and the PoW/MIA community he re-estalished 

diplomaƟc relaƟons with Vietnam. 

 

So the 1205 document had to be trashed. Not ever debriefing General Quang, who is sƟll 

alive, the US Government said that the document was a fake. It was a plant. But planted by 

whom and for what purpose? The Soviets were the allies of Vietnam at the me and since 

the fall of the Soviet Union, the Russians have needed US help. Why wouldn't they have 

destroyed a document that they had purportedly planted? 

 

Let's see what several people had to say about the document: 

 

 Dr. Henry Kissinger said that with regards to the negoƟaƟng methods that were being 

used at the Ɵme were exactly as described in the document. He went on to state: "If that 

document is authenƟc, and it is hard to imagine who would have forged it, for what 

purpose, then I think an enormous crime has been commiƩed, and then we should-I do 

not see how we can proceed in normalizing relaƟons unƟl it is fully cleared up" He also 

stated: "I don't think we can normalize relaƟons or ease condiƟons in internaƟonal 

agencies unƟl we have cleared up this issue." 



 

 Former NaƟonal Security Adviser Brzezinski , talking on MacNeil/Lehrer responding to the 

quesƟon "What convinces you this document is real?" replied, "Its style, its content, the 

cover notes to the Soviet Politburo. One would have to assume a really, very complex 

ByzanƟne conspiracy to reach the conclusion that this is not an authenƟc Soviet 

document based on a Vietnamese document." He went even further; "As far as Vietnam 

is concerned, I think if this document is sustained, and it looks unfortunately to be 

sustainable, we have the right to ask the present Vietnamese government to place those 

responsible in war crimes trials."  

 
 

 Dr. Rudolf Germanovich Pikhoya, the Chief State Archivist of the Russian FederaƟon in 

August of 1995 said, "I am absolutely certain that the numbers-that is the numbers of 

POW's cited by General Quang are true. I believe the data sƟll exists in Vietnam which 

deals specifically with U.S. POW's....I am absolutely posiƟve that the 1,205 figure is 

absolutely true and correct as far as intelligence data is concerned. As an archivist and 

someone who has analyzed a great many documents, military and otherwise, I can tell 

you this is an absolute truth." 

 
 

 Colonel General Ladygin, Chief, Main Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff 

Ministries of Defense (GRU): "General Tran Van Quang, according to the posiƟon he held 

in the Vietnamese military poliƟcal leadership in 1982 would have been fully competent 

in the maƩers stated in the report and qualified to speak about them at Politburo 

sessions of the Vietnamese Communist Party Central CommiƩee.  

 
 

 Captain 1st Rank Alexander Sivets , Main Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff, 

GRU: "I will reaffirm that the 1205 document could not have been used for propaganda 

purposes. It was a top secret document not intended for anyone outside the chambers of 

the Vietnamese Communist Party to see. The document that was sent to the [Soviet] 

Central Party CommiƩee is, in fact, an original document and not a fake. We consider that 

the Vietnamese leaders, in their desire to exploit the POW problem for their own 

interests, would officially cite a lower figure than the real one. This is something that we 

do not doubt. We believe there were more [American] POWs than Vietnam was officially 

admiƫng to." 

 

 



 

 General Dmitri Volkogonov: "Upon the request of *Senator [Bob] Smith to President 

Yeltsin, President Yeltsin ordered me to conduct addiƟonal research to include in the files 

of the Main Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Defense. I have studied 

exhausƟvely the mechanism used to gather this document, and I can state that I do not 

know of any case where such informaƟon could have been fabricated. General Ladygin 

has stated that General Quang was fully competent to give his report." 

*Senator Bob Smith (R-NC) is probably the best friend that the PoW/MIA community has 

on the Hill. He had his wife hand deliver a leƩer to President Yeltsin because he did not 

trust official channels. What does that tell you?  

 

 Maj. General AniƟliy Volkov: "The Vietnamese denied this document and said it was put 

forth to throw cold water on U.S. relaƟons. However, I would say in response that there is 

an old Russian proverb-you cannot change the words of a song." 

 

 

  

So let's recap:  

What we have here folks is a General of the Vietnamese Army made a report to the 

Vietnamese Central CommiƩee, a closed session of that CommiƩee and he was reporƟng on, 

in part, the fact that in September, 1972 the Vietnamese were holding 1,205 Americans as 

Prisoner of War. As we know only 591 came home. 

When Dr. Morris uncovered this document, he did so in early 1993, just aŌer the Clinton 

AdministraƟon took office. When he turned it over to Clinton AdministraƟon officials, where 

was the uproar? Where was the moral indignaƟon? What did the Clinton AdministraƟon do 

with the document? They Classified it! But Dr. Morris also gave a copy of it to the New York 

Times. 

Dr. Kissinger and Former NSA Brzezinski both felt that the document was authenƟc and both 

viewed proceeding further with Vietnam hinged upon geƫng to the boƩom of this 

document. But the big companies didn't want a liƩle maƩer of 614 PEOPLE to stand in their 

greedy ways and pressured and lobbied this administraƟon to liŌ the embargo and proceed 

toward normalizaƟon, which we have done. 

 



InteresƟngly, General Van Tran Quang is sƟll alive and has not been debriefed by US 

invesƟgators, although he was spoken to by Undersecretary of State Winston Lord several 

months ago--but NOT about the 1,205 document. Keep that in mind the next Ɵme you hear 

about "excellent" or "superb" cooperaƟon. 

We have the Chief Russian Archivist, the Head of the Russian Intelligence Agency, the 

equivalent of our own Defense Intelligence Agency, as well as General Dmitri Volkogonov, 

the equivalent of our Director of Central Intelligence, admiƫng the authenƟcity of this 

document. We also have several officers of the GRU admiƫng to this document’s 

authenƟcity. Remember, during the Vietnam War, the Russians were friends of the 

Vietnamese Government. Why would they lie? What would be their reason? 

It should be stated that the source for the above informaƟon regarding those that are 

quoted comes from the floor of the United States Senate and can be found by obtaining 

Pages S16404 through S16419 of the Congressional Record. Don't just take our word for it, 

research it for yourself! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Former NaƟonal Security Adviser Brzezinski , talking on MacNeil/Lehrer responding to the quesƟon "What convinces 

you this document is real?" replied, "Its style, its content, the cover note to the Soviet Politburo. One would have to 

assume a really, very complex ByzanƟne conspiracy to reach the conclusion that this is not an authenƟc Soviet 

document based on a Vietnamese document." He went even further; "As far as Vietnam is concerned, I think if this 

document is sustained, and it looks unfortunately to be sustainable, we have the right to ask the present Vietnamese 

government to place those responsible in war crimes trials." 

 

  

  

Dr. Rudolf Germanovich Pikhoya, the Chief State Archivist of the Russian FederaƟon in August of 1995 said, "I am 

absolutely certain that the numbers-that is the numbers of POW's cited by General Quang are true. I believe the data 

sƟll exists in Vietnam which deals specifically with U.S. POW's....I am absolutely posiƟve that the 1,205 figure is 

absolutely true and correct as far as intelligence data is concerned. As an archivist and someone who has analyzed a 

great many documents, military and otherwise, I can tell you this is an absolute truth." 

 

  

Colonel General Ladygin, Chief, Main Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff Ministries of Defense (GRU): 

"General Tran Van Quang, according to the posiƟon he held in the Vietnamese military poliƟcal leadership in 1982 

would have been fully competent in the maƩers stated in the report and qualified to speak about them at Politburo 

sessions of the Vietnamese Communist Party Central CommiƩee. 

 

  

Captain 1st Rank Alexander Sivets , Main Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff, GRU: "I will reaffirm that the 

1205 document could not have been used for propoganda purposes. It was a top secret document not intended for 

anyone outside the chambers of the Vietnamese Communist Party to see. The document that was sent to the [Soviet] 

Central Party CommiƩee is, in fact, an original document and not a fake. We consider that the Vietnamese leaders, in 

their desire to expolit the POW problem for their own interests, would officially cite a lower figure than the real one. 



This is something that we do not doubt. We believe there were more [American] POWs then Vietnam was officially 

admiƫng to." 

 

  

General Dmitri Volkogonov: "Upon the request of *Senator [Bob] Smith to President Yeltsin, President Yeltsin ordered 

me to conduct addiƟonal research to include in the files of the Main Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of 

Defense. I have studied exhausƟvely the mechanism used to gather this document, and I can state that I do not know 

of any case where such informaƟon could have been fabricated. General Ladygin has stated that General Quang was 

fully competent to give his report." 

*Senator Bob Smith (R-NC) is probably the best friend that the PoW/MIA community has on the Hill. He had his wife 

hand deliver a leƩer to President Yeltsin because he did not trust official channels. What does that tell you? 

 

  

Maj. Genearl AniƟliy Volkov: "The Vietnamese denied this document and said it was put forth to throw cold water on 

U.S. relaƟons. However, I would say in response that there is an old Russian proverb-you cannot change the words of a 

song." 

 

So let's recap; What we have here folks is a General of the Vietnamese Army made a report to the Vietnamese Central 

CommiƩee, a closed session of that CommiƩe and he was reporƟng on, in part, the fact that in September, 1972 the 

Vietnamese were holding 1,205 Americans as Prisoner of War. As we know only 591 came home. 

When Dr. Morris uncovered this document, he did so in early 1993, just aŌer the Clinton AdministraƟon took office. 

When he turned it over to Clinton AdministraƟon officials, where was the uproar? Where was the moral indignaƟon? 

What did the Clinton AdministraƟon do with the document? They Classified it! But Dr. Morris also gave a copy of it to 

the New York Times. 

Dr. Kissinger and Former NSA Brzezinski both felt that the document was authenƟc and both viewed proceeding 

further with Vietnam hinged upon geƫng to the boƩom of this document. But the big companies didn't want a liƩle 

maƩer of 614 PEOPLE to stand in their greedy ways and pressured and lobbied this administraƟon to liŌ the embargo 

and proceed toward normalizaƟon, which we have done. 

InteresƟngly, General Van Tran Quang is sƟll alive and has not been debriefed by US invesƟgators, although he was 

spoken to by Undersecretary of State Winston Lord several months ago--but NOT about the 1,205 document. Keep 

that in mind the next Ɵme you hear about "excellent" or "superb" cooperaƟon. 

We have the Chief Russian Archivist, the Head of the Russian Intelligence Agency, the equivalent of our own Defense 

Intelligence Agency, as well as General Dmitri Volkogonov, the equivalent of our Director of Central 

Intelligence, admi ng the authenƟcity of this document. We also have several officers of the GRU admiƫng to this 

documents authenƟcity. Remember, during the Vietnam War, the Russians were friends of the Vietnamese 

Government. Why would they lie? What would be their reason? 

It should be stated that the source for the above informaƟon regarding those that are quoted comes from the floor of 

the United States Senate and can be found by obtaining pages S16404 through S16419 of the Congressional 

Record. Don't just take our word for it, research it for yourself! 

 


